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The Coordinator’s Desk
As I move along in my life and look back over
years of volunteer service, I have seen how
Black Diamond is different from other
agencies, but so much alike others.
I have supported the “no drama” rule and
think that most of the BDSAR members
support that rule as well. It’s important to
morale when we can get together and get
along so well. Other organizations see this
and persons from across the state have put
in applications to be a part of that.
You, the membership of BDSAR, have
something the applicants don’t. Look
around, and look at the organization that
you’re a member of. I’m very proud of Black
Diamond every time we train or respond.
Are you proud of Black Diamond?
Think about this…. Does it twist your
stomach into knots or tear your heart in two
when you hear something bad about Black
Diamond? Does it make you want to stand up
and defend Black Diamond when someone is
obviously mistaken about BDSAR’s character?
I know what you’re thinking. “Wow! He’s
lost it,” or “Get a grip!” But I have a grip.
Some of us have had a grip on this
organization since its inception in early 2002
and 2003.
Ask yourself this question. Are you a reaper
or sower? I believe in teamwork that reapers
and sowers are vitally important. While we
all share one mission, we each have different
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tasks to do.
One of those tasks that we equally share is to train
and try to be at as many public events as we can
to support BDSAR. We can’t make them all, but I
continue to notice a good portion of the work is
done by the same persons. This needs to change
for so many reasons of which burnout can be one
of them.
Some of us plant the seed. You should reap those
rewards for sure! But as you become more
engrossed in your membership, you will become a
sower too. Then the new members will be the
reapers. This is the way it should be.
Happy training and see you out there!

I still have 2 sets of the
Black Diamond SAR
magnets for sale
(reflective) $40 per
pair
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Upcoming Training Events
Lisa Laughlin – Training Officer
·

June 17 – 19 – June Backbone

·

July 15 – 17 – July Backbone

·

August 19 – 21 – August Backbone

·

September 16 – 18 – September Backbone

·

October 21 – 23 – First Weekend Hungry Mother
GSAR

·

November 4 – 6 – Second Weekend Hungry
Mother GSAR

Rocky Knob – Should have been there!!!

Pete Schula – NPS
Ranger – Rocky
Knob discusses the
mission with
Communications.
(Photo by Don
Johnson of
Commonwealth
Search and Rescue)
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Plans for August
BackBone Session

I haven’t heard from many of you regarding BackBone in August.
Please let me know if you are planning on attending. It will be
important to have participation for several different reasons.
If you don’t want to participate in the Litter Handling, there will
be other items where we will need folks. I hope that everyone
will come out and participate not only in the videos, but also in
being hosts to some of our SAR Family from across the
Commonwealth.
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Rocky Knob Simulation by Ryan Tipps
Many think it’s easier coming down than it is going up. But in Rock Castle
Gorge, traveling in most any direction takes its toll.
The leaves are slick, the landscape steep, and the communications spotty. And
in four years of coming to the SAREX, held each May at Rocky Knob Recreation Area
along the Blue Ridge Parkway, there hasn’t been a time when we weren’t faced with
a significant threat of rain.
The May 13-15 weekend informally kicked off that Friday night with a sign-line
exercise, which was laid out by the SARTI folks and was open to all. Saturday
morning, though, is when the centerpiece scenario was revealed.
Over the years, the Rocky Knob scenarios have been varied and unique – and at
times have drawn off of real-life experiences. This year, teams were sent into the
field to search for a woman who illegally launched a glider from Rocky Knob down
into the gorge below – a change in elevation that can be as much as 1,800 feet. We
were told that one witness saw the crash unfolding. We had little else to go on.
Because the length of the gorge is more than 10 miles and base has no “insider
info” about the subject’s location, it had the potential to be a daunting task for the
30 to 40 searchers on hand. A radio relay is needed to communicate with base, and
the foliage and frequent fog can hamper one’s vision. In past years, the scenario has
easily lasted more than half a day. This year, however, with at least nine teams in
the field and a full complement at base, the Status 2 was called in during the early
afternoon.
But that was just the beginning.
The subject was miles from vehicle access. The trail through the gorge was
muddy, rocky, and crisscrossed with shallow but swift-moving streams. So a litter
(with the welcome assist of a litter wheel) had to be hauled up a large length of the
gorge trail, a tiring task for myself and my three evac teammates. On scene, Greg
Osborne took the lead as the ROC, coolly organizing the evacuation and retracing the
depth of the gorge to bring the subject to safety.
As in years past (13 years in all, to be exact) the SAREX was an exciting,
challenging, and stimulating event – and for the first time was an official Black
Diamond Training Event. More than half a dozen members of Black Diamond joined
people from Angel SAR, Commonwealth SAR, Rockingham-Augusta SAR, Southwest
Virginia SAR, Tidewater SAR, and SARTI to get a feel for the lay of the land and what
it’s like working with National Parks Service personnel. It’s always held the weekend
after Mother’s Day and is a good date to mark on your calendars! Pete Schula with
the NPS was the point man for the event once again, putting on a scenario that was
capped in just the right way: with a hot and satisfying barbecue dinner.
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A Wonderful Donation
At the Glade incident, when we returned to Mission Base, we saw Billy Chrimes’ truck and trailer. We
went straight to it and made ourselves at home. One of the members that were there said “I have to
say while on a search (especially one of this magnitude) there is no greater site than to come in from
a task to see the big SAR truck and Trailer there!” Well, we are one step closer to having that for
BDSAR.
Black Diamond SAR Council received a wonderful donation of which Mike Maggard gave his time, on
a Monday, to drive to Lynchburg and pick it up. BDSAR has taken receipt of a 14 passenger transit
bus. A 2006 E450, with 113K miles on it, this can be a transportation device or Command Center.
We plan on making this unit very adaptable to the need at hand, and hope that we don’t do so much
that it will only function one way and not another.
We would like to solicit your ideas on how we can turn this vehicle into a Command Center, but yet,
transport 8 – 10 persons to an incident which we may not necessarily have been able to drive to in
the past. Please feel free to give us your ideas, and we may be soliciting manpower for sanding
before a paint job, custom cabinetry, radio wiring, and other needs. Please let me know if you are
willing to help. No idea is too dumb as we’d rather hear them all, than for someone to come up later
and say “Why didn’t you do this?”
I also want to make sure the following items make it onto the vehicle, so if you know of a place that
has some of these items to give away, or a cheaper than normal place to get them, let me know.
Flares, traffic cones (4 or 5) or collapsible triangles (4 or 5), traffic vests (enough for each seat), fire
extinguishers, wheel chocks, tire gauge, and spare fluids.

The van as it appears from the side.

Looking from the front to the back

The rear of the van

Looking from the back to the front

Storage compartments for radios,
or possibly removed for cabinetry.
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Two trailers of supplies,
water, food and other
items that BDSAR members
helped collect during Glade
Aid.

Members of Black Diamond form
a line to transfer stock piles of
food and water to pickup trucks.

Members present at Glade Aid
were Stacey Gulbreath, Nina
Cipriani, Don Cipriani, Derek
Anderson, Rana Brace, Greg
Osborne, Mike Maggard, and
Bryan Saunders

